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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

The  Depar tment  of Human Services has responsibility to determine eligibil i ty for medical 

assistanceinaccordancewithTitle XIX of t h e  SocialSecurityAct.Tennessee Code 

Annotated,Section14-22-204, 14-23-102,14-23-104, and 14-23-11 empowersthe 

Departmenttocomplywithanyrequirementthatmaybeimposedoropportuni ty  

presented by federal  law for the provision of medical assistance. Federal regulations set 

for ththetechnicalel igibi l i tyrequirements  of theMedicallyNeedyProgramandfor 

Categorically Needy coverage groups. (42-CFR-435) 


The Medical Services Program is funded through State and Federal  funds with the federal  

fundsbeing 70.20 percent  and state being 29.80 percent. The Medically Needy Program 

providesMedicaidcoverage to dependentchildren(includeschildrenup to age 21) who 

meet  the AFDC defini t ion of deprivation, children in special living arrangements, disabled 

children,childrenwithspecialdiagnosesandpregnantwomenwithorwithoutother 

dependenddeprived children. 


Individuals or famil iesareclassif ied as ExceptionalMedicallyNeedyorSpend-down 

MedicallyNeedy.PersonsareExceptionalMedicallyNeedy if theircountablemonthly 

income is below the appropriate Medically Needy Income Standard. Those whose income 

is in excess of the Medically Needy Income Standard may be eligible under the Spend-down 

provision which allows the applicant(s) to apply any excess income to incurred medical 

expenses  in  orderto attain Medicaid eligibility on a quarterly basis. 


Medicaid is also extended to Categorically Needy coverage groups including recipients of 

AFDCcashassistance,aged,blindordisabledindividualswhowereeligiblein12-73, 

mandatory state supplement cases, SSI recipients, those who would be eligible for SSI if 

theSocialSecuritycost-of-livingincreasesweredisregarded,aged,blind or disabled 

individualsconfined to  medicalinstitutionsandpregnantwomenandchildreninintact 

families. In addition,Medicaid is extended to thosewhoaredeemed to beAFDC 

recipients, i.e. thoseeligiblefor a grant  of lessthan $10.00 and to thosewhoare 

terminated from AFDC cash assis tance due to receipt of or  an increase in  earnings or 

child support  for up to four months following termination, and to those families eligible 

for 9 monthsworktransition.Pregnantwomenwithnoothereligiblechildrenare also 

deemed to  be AFDC recipients. 


Other eligibles are individuals who are eligible for AFDC or SSI because of requirements 

thatdonotapplyunderTitle XIX, newbornchildren,andchildreninspecialliving 

arrangements,  disabled children and children withspecial diagnosis. 


(B) Struc ture  

Director 

- Primary andresponsibility for development maintenance of Medicaid 
Eligibility Policy 

-	 Plans,controls,reviewsandrevisesworkschedules of staff workingin 
this Section 
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- Coordinates section's with Assistancethis effort  Financial  Nutri t ional 
Assistance and Program Consultation sections,as well as Field Operation 
Division, Corrective Action, and other departmental division 

the Commissionerdivisional budget-	 Assists Assistant in planning, and 
reporting 

Assistant Director 

- DevelopspolicyandprocedureforMedicaideligibility 

-	 AssiststheDirectorinplanning,controlling,reviewingandrevisingwork 
schedules 

-	 AssiststheDirectorinadministration of thissection,includingbutnot 
l imited to  personnel transactions and budgeting 

- Works closely with program onfield staff and consultantsspecial  
init iatives 

closely the and-	 works withDepartment of HealthEnvironment to 
coordinate  the rolesof the  two agencies  

Family Assistance Specialist II1 

- Leadpolicywriterforthesection 

- MaintainsStateplanandpreparesStaterules  

-	 Responds to policyquestionsfromfield staff andprogramconsultants 
and other interested individuals 

-	 Workscloselywithothersectionsinintegration of manualmaterial 

withDepartment of HealthEnvironment-	 Works closely the and in.  
developing Medicaid policy and procedure 

Program Specialist  II 

policy procedure this often in-	 Develops and for section, specializing 
program areas, such as nursing homes and AFDC Medically Needy 

-	 Responds to policyquestionsfromfield staff andprogramconsultants, 
generally along speciality lines 

closelythe and- Works Department of HealthEnvironment, 
interstate agencies,  and local offices in resolving case related problems 
activities, including but not limited to appl icat ion for  Retro SSI benefits  
and review of Real  Property Transfers  
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State-Level Program Activity 

Ci tedbeloware a number of specialprogramswhichmayeitherbemanaged by 
centralofficeFamilyAssistance staff orcoordinatedbetweenthefieldandthe 
S t a t e  Off ice: 

Medical Eligibility Services Section 

MESS, as this	unit is referred to, has  a variety of responsibilities.Itsmultiple 
include eligibility providers; allresponsibilities verifying for assuringeligible 

recipients Medicaid assisting DHS recipients,receive cards; county offices, 
providers, Department of Health and Environment central and regional offices, the 
SocialSecurityAdministrationandthefiscalagent,withnumeroustypes of 
problems;  and interfaces  with thefiscal agent  to resolve both eligibility and systems 
problems involving claims payments for Medicaid recipients. 

SSI Retroactive Medicaid Coverage 


Thisunit is responsiblefor determining eligibilityforMedicaidcoverageforthe 

three-month period prior to a n  SSI application. A listing of new SSI approvals who 

haveindicatedtheyhaveunpaidmedicalbil lswithinthatthree-monthperiod is 

provided to this'unit.ApplicationformsforMedicaidbenefitsarethenmailed to 

these individuals and when they are returned to this office, a decision is made on 

their eligibility. 


Federal Matching Projects 


The Federal Computer Matching Program in which the Family Assistance Division 

has been involved has included two phases: Phase I has consisted of reviewing data 

providedbytheFederalGovernmentinconjunctionwithAFDC case records to 

determine federal  has  reported. 
whether  employment  been Phase II  through 
additional provided by the Governmentthedata Federal  hasobject ive of 
ascertainingwhetherevidence exists thatwelfarerecipientsmight  be receiving 
benefits  from more than one jurisdiction. 
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